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Old German Baptist Ynrly Meet ing. 

The Yearly Meeting of the Old German 
Baptists, was held on Abraham Garber's farm, 
Beaverdam congregation* Mo., June 3rd. 
There were about 2,500 people in attendance. 
The airangemeni for boarding and lodging, 
ami for preaching in and around the place 
was complete, and the weather all that could 
be desired. 

Monday morning and afternoon were de- 
voted to preaching, which was after the man- 
ner of the Brethren : the gospel only. The 
council opened on Tuesday morning, at nine 
o'clock. Hymn selected by Elder A, Flora, 
from their new selection, No. 296. Lead in 
prayer by Elder George V. Silver, Reading 
of loth Chapter Acts of the Apostles, by 
Aaron Frantz. Remarks by A. Flory, on 
chapter read, saying that this was the first 
Yearly Meeting ; spoke of the advantages of 
these meetings, until the latter years of the 
brotherhood when they became corrupted. 

Elder Siler followed in words of caution to 
the' meeting. 

Names of the Standing Committee were as 
follows : 

Elders Abraham Flory, foreman; Aaron 
Frantz, Reading Clerk ; Jos. I. Cover, writ- 
ing Clerk. Committeemen: Geo. V. Siler, 
Stephen Metzger, Joel Petrie, Elias P. Flesh- 
man, George Long, D. H. Bonebrake, 

Casse), Isaac Pfontz, John Harsher. 

1st. Reading of a former conclnsion not 
to allow or encourage a report of speeches. 
We took for granted that a stenographic ro- 
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port was meant and so went on with our jot 
tings. 

Sid. Reading of former unfinished query 
in reference to a committee that should look 
over the old Minute (Book. This committee 
was at a former-time appointed, and now re- 
, ported at this meeting their work of revision, 
or as they prefered to term it, reconsider the 
minutes. 

Elder Flory here cautioned the brethren to 
use the word foreman instead of Moderator. 
The committee- that revised at mon*ide*ed 
the old minute book, reaffirmed for approval all 
such decisions as are in strict harmony with 
the Old Order, marking the contradictory de- 
cisions in the minute book. As to public 
prayer meetings only to have them in case of 
peril, as in time of famine or persecution. 

How to proceed after preaching. See Min- 
ute Book, page 217, Art. 39. For social meet 
ings see Old Older resolutions of 1881. Con- 
cerning revival meetings : See Art. 1, page 
249 of year 1861, disapproving of revival or 
protracted meetings. 

Concerning bells on church houses— decid- 
ed not to have them. 

Concerning school exhibitions, literary de- 
bates in Lyceums. Advice not to go, and 
parents should instruct their children not to 
attend them. 

In reference to investigation Committees, 
referred to Minute Book, page 289, art. 2 of 
1865. 

As to investments in government bonds: 
Advised not to bo invest, Tor the reason that 
poor members cannot borrow from rich ones, 
because their money is locked up in said 
bonds, and because such bonds being exempt 
from taxation brings all the greater pressure 
upon property- holding taxpayers, 

In raising money for church purposes by 
taxation, Minute Book, page 331, art 2 was 
disapproved of, and, money raised by volunta- 
ry contribution recommended as the scriptural 
and safe mode of proceedure 

^Caring for orphan children, Minute Book, 
Art 39, page 353. Annual meeting decision 
adopted, which is to care for them, and as early 
as posible get them homes in good, moral and 
Christian families. 

As to matrimony, members of the church 
advised to marry in the Church. 
' In installing elders, recommended a reprint 
into their minute book the installation service 
of 1877, striking out the words Without men- 
tal reservation," which it was considered sav- 
ored too much of Free Masonry. On bringing 
a matter before the church council for trial. 
Answer : A majority of the officials may de- 
cide to bring the matter up, Old Book, page 
6, ait. 26, year 1827. 

On paying travelling committees expenses : 
Churches calling for committees should pay 
expenses. Page 223, 1858. 

On majority or minority rule in Yearly 
Meeting : decided to have unanimity or de- 
fend the qoery. 


How to receive members into the church. 
Old minutes of 1848 re-adopted. 

How to proceed in getting a committee. See 
minute of 1848. 

For installing preachers, a reprint of instal- 
lation services of 1874 was adopted, as also, 
for installing deacons — only dc-acons must not 
rise on their feet to speak in public. 

On the question of political voting, it was 
disapproved, and members advised not to 
vote. 

As for lightning rods on buildings, advised 
not to have them but trust in God. 

A destitute brother must not be allowed to 
go from'houaa to house begging, but bring 
his wants to the chnrch. Minute Book, page 
165 of the year 1852. 

Non-conformity in wearing the hair, cut of 
coat, sister's head covering, wearing coats, &c. 
old minute of 1867, art. 27, page 327, was re- 
adopted. 

On deacon's yearly visit to members, the 
form of questions as laid down in old minutes 
in accordance with old order readopted, and 
will appear in the reconsidered minute book. 

Miami Valley petition of 1880 and its sub- 
stitute were examined and the annual meeting 
hedging in of 1881, of the said petition were 
deplored, and considered an intrigue upon the 
old order brethren. 

Brother Brower here remarked that the old 
minute book should be retained for use, and 
old Brethren's decisions should be respected 
as far as they harmonize with the Gospel. 

Here the reading of last year's minutes took 
place, and a conclusion to have 500 German 
Hymn Books printed arrived at. These books 
to be sold at thirty cents a piece, printed 
from the old stereotype plates of Elder Henry 
Kurtz, deceased. # 

TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Sub committees with their queries and an- 
swers were now called upon to report. The 
delegates from the local congregations had 
been divided into oub-committees. 

Old Order does not use the term delegates, 
but aushAiucalled memygft^, .Xbiaput me 
in mind oT1857, when I scrveo: as a" delegate 
or a messenger, on a sub-committee in Racne- 
lor linn, Ind., annual meeting. 

All queries came direct from the local 
churches through the delegate* sent, who 
were subdivided into committees by the 
standing committee. All the queries were 
apportioned among these sub committees, who 
would retire to some isolated place, and there, 
consider and answer queries and then report 
to the general council as they were called up- 
on by number and name of foreman on said 
committee, just as did the old order brethren 
here at Beaverdam, It put one in mind of 
the goneby old years of peace in the church. 
The Brethren Church (progressive) docs bus- 
iness in convention very much in the same 
way. Of these committees at this Yearly 
Meeting there were five. 

How to be received into the Old Order. 

Committe No 1., had one quiry concerning 
rebaptism of all applicants from Conservatives 
and Progressives, who had received baptism 
since the division. Answer of art. 5, of 1848, 
was referred to ; not to receive into follow, hip 
any unless baptized by the brethren. Con- 
siderable discussion followed. Some arguing 
that innocent ones might have to suffer. All 
united upon the conclusion that those baptiz- 
ed by the well-known, active persecuting op- 
posers of the old bretbren among the Conser- 
vative church, must be rebaptized, and these 
opposer's work must not be regarded. This 
conclusion was arrived at by finding upon 
their minutes of 1882 a-similar decision. There- 
fore this quiry was laid on the table. 

Committee No. 2, bad one query from Bond 
church, Ind., recommending the supreesion of 
the Vindicator," because of seeing in it the 
bud of former troubles — popularity and con- 
troversy. Answer: Former decision allow- 
ing brother Kinsey to continue publishing it,, 
under restriction of the united Old Order 
brotherhood, who willed it at his death to El- 
der Jos. I. Cover, with the same assistants or 
supervisors to continue. Laid down because 
answered by former minute. ■ 

Committee No. 8, had one query in refer- 
ence to members marrying outside of the 
chnrch. Answer i We give as our advice to 
marry in the church. Laid down because a 
former minute decided similarly. 

Committee No 4, had oae query asking for 
a uniform order of conducting religious wor- 
ship. Laid down, because revised minutes of 


1843, gives the order. — Such as lining all 
hymns, opening with singing, exhortation 
before prayer, two or thn-e to pray, reading 
chapter by deacon, two or three to speak, and 
close with hymn and' prayers as in opening. 

Committee No. 5. One query asking for a 
reprint of minutes from 1876, inasmuch as 
the progressives have thrown aside nearly *ll 
minutes. Ans. That Jos. I. Cover, H. D. 
Davy and A. Frantz, reprint 500 copies of 
minutes if sufficient orders come in to taflte up 
the edition. We understand that these breth- 
ren will reprint the old book of minutes, mark* 
ing the contradictory and antagonistic decis- 
ions to old order usages. • ' ♦ - . 

One of the marked features of this meeting 
in council was the entire absence of mandato- 
ry legislation. Advice only was the ultima- 
tum ot all conclusions. On the subject of re- 
baptism we understand the old brethren to 
say that they would regard the work of in- 
duction into the body of Christ by baptism as 
administered by the Brethren everywhere, 
except that ot their "strong offltosers," whose 
apostacy was mode so apparent in the perse- 
cuting spirit that locked against their use 
meeting houses, and went into litigation in 
order to deprive them from just and legal 
rights in the use of church property. 

All conclusions seemed to culminate in 
unanimity as readily as a stream of water 
running down an incline plane. Many thanks 
for their generous treatment of your corres- 
pondent. It was in kindliest Christian cordi 
ality. No one among them would receive 
anything as pay for favors done. Free board 
and free transit furnished from and to station 
to all. Ed. S. Miller. 


OUTLINES OF SERMONS. 

DELIVERED BY REV. JOSEPH LYBRASll. 

Hebrews 12 : 15 : "Looking diligently lest 
any man fail of the grace of God; lest any 
root of bitterness springing up trouble you, 
and thereby many be defiled." 1. Inquire 
in wthe nature of this duty. This twofold: 
l>9rnqjJVon'tb onrsetves. 2. In relation td 
our brethren. 

1, Initiation to ourselves. 1. Looking 
diligently to our own hearts — that our percep- 
tion may" be clear and pure — that our under- 
standingtiay be correct and spiritual, and our 
judgment scriptural and sound — that our 
imagination may be sober and chaste — that 
our memory may be stored with divine things 
And our affections be regular and heavenly, 
and that our wills be subservient to the will 
of God, and finally that we may keep a con- 
science void of offense towards God and man. 
2. Looking diligently to our thoughts that 
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trims and practices among you — by which 
roots ot bitterness the Church is troubled and 
many defiled. Proceed. 

III. To draw some inferences therefrom — 
1. We may fall from the grace of God. 2. 
We are in danger of it. 3. We should look 
diligently lest we do. 4. The roots of bitter- 
ness will certainly spring up if we don't. 
5. Then our sweet peace will be succeeded 
by trouble. 6. And we will trouble others. 
7. And perhaps defile them too. 8. There- 
fore the only way of safety for individuals 
and the Cnurch is the way ot diligence. 


Very few young mothers are able to con- 
trol their nerves so completely as to keep from 
being startled when confronted with a cut 
Huge with d nipping b!o>yl and the loud cries 
that announce a catastrophe. Sometimes she 
cannot collect her thoughts sufficiently to re- 
call any of the good remedies with which she 
is familiar. One way to avoid this is to write 
out a list of help, in trouble, and tack it upon 
the door of your room, after the manner of 
hotel regulations. 

There is nothing better for a cut than 
jiowdcred rosin. Get a few cents worth j 
p'ni'iid it until it in qnin; tine, and then put it 
on an empty, clean pepper or spice box with 
perforated top; then yon can easily p,ifi it out 
in the ent; put a soft cloth around the in- 
jured member, and wet tt with cold water once 
m a while. It will prevent inflamation and 
sore n ess s. 

In doing* up a burn, the main point N to 
keep the air out of it. If sweet oil and cot- 
ten are not at hand, take a eloth and spread 
dry flour over it, and wrap the burned part 
with it. 

It is always well to have some simple rem- 
edies in the house where you can get them 
without a moment's loss of time. A little 
bottle of in>p{iermint, incase of colic; chlorate 
of potash for sore throat ; pepsin for indices* 
Uon, and a bottle of pure brandy. Have them 
no arranged that you <<,iii(! go tothcni in the 
dark, and reach the right one, but He rare you 
never do it, even if you know they have not 
been disturbed; always Sight a lamp, or the 
gas, and make sure you have what you want. 
Kememlwr that pistols are always loaded and 
poison may be put In the place of pepper- 
mint. 


they may be rational and holy. 3 
diligently to our words — that we 
offend with our lips. 4. Looking 
to our actions — that we may walk 
also walked. ' 5. Looking diligently to detect 
every temptation ot Satan— 'every artifice of 
the devil — that we may be pie pa red to resist 
him. tf. Looking diligently against the in- 
fluence of designing men — that they may not 
influence us against the truth either by cour- 
tesy or coercion. • 

2, In relation to our brethren. 1. Looking 
diligently that we may detect, disc-lose, ex- 
pose and oppose every doctrine that is con- 
trary to the faith once delivered to the saints 
in order that we may prevent them from de- 
parting from the simplicity of the gospel. 
2. Looking diligently against the introduc- 
tion of every corrupt practice into the Church 
of God, whereby they may be led to dishonor 
their holy profession. In relation to our- 
selves and one another — wake and keep awake, 
look and continue to look with all diligence. 

We shall now notice the reasons why we 
should do so in considering: 

II. The manner in which this exhortation 
is enforced. Lest any man "fail of the grace 
of God" — "lest any root of bitterness," etc 
This argument has a two-fold application — 1. 
To the individual — any man — that is you as 
an individual — lest you fall from the grace of 
God-»-by neglecting to hold up your hands 
when they hang down — by neglecting to fol- 
low after holiness — lest you should be troub- 
led by any root of bitterness springing up — 
envy, suspicion, pride, anger — the love of the 
world, etc. — lest you should be thereby de- 
filed, and you should defile many. 2. To the 
Church— lest any man fall from the grace of 
God through your neglecting to hold np hia 
hands or through your suffering corrupt doc- 


What mighty power reposes in the human 
arm and is called forth in the world's great in- 
dustries ! Combined ellort builds the city, 
binds the river, girdles the continent with 
bands of steel. But in an hour the angry 
elements destroy all. The swollen stream 
sweeps away man's trail structure. The fire 
with devouring flame tills the windows of the 
great structure with golden rosettes, and 
smoke like the Spirit of Evil, broods over the 
wreck. The winds scatter the labors c»f years 
with no more exertion than the angered child 
puts forth when he flings away the marbles 
that have been " his joy. The human arm is 
strong, but the blood begins to flow too free- 
ly, the fevered pulse wast»s its strength, and 
in a day it is utterly powerless. I have lean- 
ed on arms that never proved false to me or 
mine, but some of them grew weak and have 
been turned to dust ; others are strong yet 
and will be true, for they are fed by the blood 
whose friendship is loyal as truth itself. What 
more does the soul need ? There is a time 
coming when the son I needs more than earth 
can give. The human arm cannot support it. . 
A time fs coming when the tendersympathies 
of a loyal nature cannot give rest to the soul ; 
a time when we shall Imj lound to turn away 
from the love and friendship and loyalty of 
hearts and hands, to seek help ot God, of Gpd 
alone ; when we shall cry out to him,"0 Lord 
our strength and fori i cm and refuge in the 
day of affliction." 

It is not wise to attempt life without God, 
to solve its problem i without asking aid of 
the Omniscient ; to bear its burdens without 
asking help of the Almighty. Human weak- 
ness, however, is not to be deplored if it only 
causes us to flee to our Father's anna tor pro- 
tection. Then and there he who fights againat 
us opposes Jehovah. 

»■ ■■» >■» 

A man with a lie on his conscience is like 
a lion with a thorn in his foot, he knows not 
where to put hia foot down. 
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